Staphylococcus schleiferi is a new species of coagulase-negative staphylococcus first Most of the characters observed in the two strains of S. schleiferi isolated here correspond to those in the first description of this new species (2) . The presence of FAF noted in our cases varied depending on the culture medium, as previously reported. The antimicrobial susceptibility was in conformance with that of the type species. The only difference was the presence of substantial hemolysis on sheep blood agar, whereas the description of the species reported only weak hemolysis on this type of medium. It should be noted that this strain raises a problem of differential diagnosis. S. aureus can be falsely diagnosed if identification is based only on tests for FAF and/or thermonuclease without verification of the effect of anti-S. aureus DNase serum. As far as other coagulase-negative staphylococci are concerned, there may be problems of differential diagnosis, for instance, with S. lugdunensis, which also produces FAF (2), and with FAF-negative staphylococci which give false agglutinations with commercial identification latex particles, like S. saprophyticus (3) . In that case, the lack of heat-stable nuclease in these species and their biochemical characters are very helpful.
On the basis of these two cases, this new coagulasenegative staphylococcal species can be incriminated as an opportunistic nosocomial pathogen. This applies to postoperative infections (caused by implantation of a hip prosthesis or introduction of an umbrella device) in older, compromised (alcoholism or thromboembolism) hosts. The coccus was isolated in all of the intraoperative samples of the infection site in case 1 and in a total of nine blood cultures taken over a period of 15 days in case 2. It is worth considering whether FAF might have played a role in prolonging septicemia by allowing colonization of the clot in this case of extensive thrombosis. No other deep site capable of harboring persistent septicemia was detected in supplementary examinations.
